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TITLE 4

PUBLIC HEALTH

Article I In General

Short title.

Creation of animal control department; duties of animal control
officers—Generally.

Organization.

Implementation of state dangerous dog control law.

Riding horses, etc., in disorderly manner.

Duties and responsibilities of board members.

4-1-7—4-1-15. Reserved.

4-1-16.
4-1-17.
4-1-18.
4-1-19.
4-1-20.
4-1-21.

4-1-22.
4-1-23.
4-1-24.
4-1-25.
4-1-26.
4-1-27.
4-1-28.
4-1-29.
4-1-30.
4-1-31.
4-1-32.
4-1-33.

Article 2. Animals

Definitions.

Vaccination; when required.

Evidence of vaccination.

Identification and vaccination tag to be worn.
Unauthorized attachment and removal of tags, collars.
Duty of owner to keep dog and cat under control; stray animals
prohibited.

Dogs on public streets to be on leash, etc.

Impounding dogs and cats at large.

Impounding dogs and cats where owner unknown.
Disposition of impounded animals.

Abandonment.

Cruelty.

Permitting female dog in heat to roam free.

Disposal of dead animals and fowl.

Urban services district declared bird sanctuary.
Killing, etc., wild or migratory birds.

Trapping wild birds; robbing nests.

Fowl running at large.

4-1-34—4-1-50. Reserved.

4-1-51.

4-1-52.
4-1-53.
4-1-54.

Article 3 Livestock

Stock pens, etc., allowed by permission of board of health only;
removal and abatement.

Livestock running at large or stray.

Impoundment of livestock straying.

Notice of impoundment of livestock.

4-1-55—4-1-60. Reserved.

4-1-61.

Article 4 Enforcement

Penalty.

4-1-62—4-1-70. Reserved.

4-1-71.
4-1-72.
4-1-73.

Article 5. Sterilization of Dogs and Cats

Definitions.
Sterilization required; exceptions.
Failure to comply.
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Article 1. In General

4-2-1. Smoking prohibited in Augusta-Richmond County buildings.

4-2-2. Unlawful dumping of debris; harborage of rats or other rodents;
accumulation of weeds and noxious vegetation on vacant lots and
unoccupied parcels of land.

. 4-2-3. Dumping of garbage and refuse collected outside county at county

landfill.

4-2-4. Trespassing, scavenging on landfill prohibited.

4-2-5. Refuse acceptable for disposal at solid waste landfill.

4-2-6. Fees for use of Augusta-Richmond County solid waste landfill.

Article 2 Litter Control
4-2-7. Definitions.

4-2-8. Certain deposits prohibited; exception.

4-2-9. Littering streets and sidewalks prohibited.

4-2-10. Placing, throwing, etc., dangerous objects in streets and side-
walks prohibited.

4-2-11. Keeping crates, boxes, etc., on streets and sidewalks prohibited;
exception.

4-2-12. Churches and public places; littering and spitting prohibited.

4-2-13. Distributing handbills and advertising matter in automobiles, on
private property prohibited; exceptions.

4-2-14. Transporting refuse in vehicles regulated.

4-2-15. Duty of owner, occupant, etc., to keep property litter free.

4-2-16. Duty of proprietors, business managers to insure cleanliness of
areas surrounding businesses.

4-2-17. Grass, leaves, tree trimmings, etc.

4-2-18. Owners, occupants, etc., of commercial, institutional or industrial
properties to provide containers for litter generated by customers,
licenses or invitees.

4-2-19. Parking lot owners to provide containers for litter generated from

lot operations.
4-2-20. Work areas to be kept in clean condition.
4-2-21. Garbage storage areas to be kept clean.

4-2-22. Removal of litter, trash and debris resulting from special occa-
sions.
4-2-23. Removal of construction-site litter.
4-2-24. Cleaning of property at owner's expense.
4-2-25. Violations; penalties.
4-2-26. Unauthorized interference with receptacles or contents.
4-2-27—4-2-36. Reserved.
Article 3. Garbage Collection in Urban Services District
4-2-37. Definitions.

4-2-38. Accumulation of garbage, etc.—Generally.

4-2-39. Collection days.

4-2-40. When garbage to be placed at curb; no backyard garbage pickup.
4-2-41. Paper, pasteboard boxes, etc. Required to be flattened for collec-

tion.
4-2-42. Same—Permit for removal.
4-2-43. Reserved.
4-2-44. Containers and receptacles—Generally.
4-2-45. Notice to occupant or owner to secure receptacle.
4-2-46. Unauthorized interference with receptacles or contents.
4-2-47. Putting acids or harmful fluids in receptacles.
4-2-48. Sanitation department employees to replace containers after

collection. (Reserved)
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4-2-49.

4-2-50.

PUBLIC HEALTH

Removal of receptacles from streets or sidewalks following collec-
tions.
Fees for collection of commercial garbage.

Article 4. Disposal of Asbestos and Biological Waste

4-2-51.
4-2-52.
4-2-53.
4-2-54.
4-2-55.

Definitions.

Manifest form required.
Inspections.

Out-of-county waste prohibited.
Penalty for violation of article.

Article 5. Smoke Abatement

4-2-56—4-2-71. Reserved.

4-2-72.
4-2-73.
4-2-74.
4-2-75.
4-2-76.

Article 6. Scrap Tire Management

Definitions.

Scrap tire storage, handling, and disposal—General.
Accumulation

Enforcement

Penalties
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Chapter 1

ANIMALS AND FOWL

ARTICLE I IN GENERAL

Sec. 4-1-1. Short title.

This chapter may be cited as the Animal Con-
trol Ordinance of Augusta-Richmond County.

Sec. 4-1-2. Creation of animal control depart-
ment; duties of animal control
officers—Generally.

The Augusta-Richmond County Animal Con-
trol Department is hereby established, and the
Commission shall employ the necessary animal
control officers to administer and enforce the
provisions of this Chapter. The animal control
officers shall have the authority to issue citations
for violations of this Chapter and perform such
other duties as are prescribed herein. An animal
control officer shall wear a numbered badge iden-
tifying him as an animal control officer.

Sec. 4-1-3. Organization.

The person in charge of the Augusta-Richmond
County Animal Control Department shall be known
as the director. The director shall enforce the
provisions of this Chapter, and he or his duly
authorized representative shall perform any duty
imposed upon him by this Chapter.

(a) Director. The director may appoint such
numbers of officers and other employees
as shall be authorized to carry out the
duties of the department.

(b) Assistant director. The director may des-

ignate an assistant director in the depart-
ment, who shall, during the absence or
disability of the director, exercise all the
powers of the director.

Dr. Gary Wilkes
VACANT

Mary Walker
Elfriede B. Baggs
Lynn Brown

°po T
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(¢) Records. The director shall keep, or cause
to be kept, a record of the business of the
department.

(d) Reports. The director shall annually sub-

mit a report to the Augusta-Richmond
County administrator covering the work
of the department during the preceding
year.

Sec. 4-1-4. Implementation of state danger-
ous dog control law.

(a) Designation of dog control officer. Pursuant
to the provisions of the Dangerous Dog Control
Law of the State of Georgia (Ga. L. 1988, p. 824),
the director of animal control of Augusta-Rich-
mond County is hereby designated dog control
officer and shall administer and enforce the pro-
visions of the Dangerous Dog Control Law.

(b) Animal control board. There is hereby cre-
ated an animal control board of ten (10) members
(plus an additional two members should the Rich-
mond County Legislative Delegation choose to
appoint two members) to be appointed for terms
of four (4) years, to conduct hearings as required
by O.C.G.A. § 4-8-24; provided, however, the ini-
tial appointments shall be made as follows:

(1) Except as provided herein, members of
the animal control board and dangerous
dog board of Richmond County and the
City of Augusta who were serving on said
boards on January 1, 1997, having had no
fixed terms, shall serve until their succes-

sors are appointed and qualified.

(2) Members of the Animal Control Advisory
Board and the Dangerous Dog Control
Board serving as of January 1, 1997, shall
continue to serve until their successors
are appointed by the Commissioner rep-
resenting the respective District and qual-
ified and are to represent the districts as

herein set forth, to wit:

District 1
District 2
District 3
District 4
District 5
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Dr. Lamar T. Walker
Carolyn Ann Marks
Linda Workman Bragg
Eleanor B. Shepherd
VACANT

T pq o

(8) The successors to the members represent-
ing Districts 1, 3, 5, 7, and 9 shall serve
until April 1, 1998, or until their succes-

sors are appointed and qualified.

(4) The successors to the members represent-
ing Districts 2, 4, 6, 8, and 10 shall serve
until April 1, 2000, or until their succes-

sors are appointed and qualified.

(5) Members of the board appointed by the
Commissioner of the respective Districts
to succeed those appointed in subsections
3 and 4 hereof shall serve for terms of
office of four (4) years and until their

successors are appointed and qualified.

(6) Should the Richmond County Legislative
Delegation choose to appoint two (2) mem-
bers as provided in the Consolidation Act,
such members shall serve for a term of
four (4) years and until their successors
are appointed and qualified. In the event
the appointed authority of the Legislative
Delegation is removed from the Consoli-
dation Act, this subsection shall automat-

ically be repealed.

(7) All terms shall expire on March 30 of the
applicable year, and new terms shall be-

gin on April 1 of the applicable year.

(c) Fee for ownership of dangerous dog. The
owner of a dangerous dog or potentially danger-
ous dog shall pay an annual fee to Augusta-
Richmond County in the amount of one hundred
dollars ($100.00).

Sec. 4-1-5. Riding horses, etc., in disorderly
manner.

It shall be unlawful for any person to run or
ride any horse, mule or other animal in a disor-
derly manner through the streets of Augusta-
Richmond County.
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District 6
District 7
District 8
District 9
District 10

Sec. 4-1-6. Duties and responsibilities of
board members.

Members of the Animal Control Board shall
have as their duties and responsibilities, in addi-
tion to administering the Dangerous Dog Control
Law, as provided in Section 4-1-4 hereof, the
following:

(a) To work actively in educating the public
as to the need for sterilization of dogs and

cats;

To review and make recommendations to
the Augusta-Richmond County Commis-
sion through the Administrator concern-
ing the job performance of the Director of
the Animal Control Department;

(b)

To review and make recommendations to
the Augusta-Richmond County Commis-
sion through the Administrator concern-
ing the budgets and fiscal needs of the
animal control department;

(c)

(d)

To attend meetings of the Animal Control
Board,;

To review and make recommendations to
the Augusta-Richmond County Commis-
sion concerning the policies governing the
operation of the Animal Control Depart-
ment, including rules and regulations for
the operation of animal shelter facilities
consistent with rules and regulations of
the Georgia Department of Agriculture;

(e)

To review and make recommendations to
control the animal population; and

®

(g) To notify the appropriate authorities of a
vacancy on the Animal Control Board so
that a person may be appointed to com-
plete unexpired or full terms.

(Ord. No. 6254, § 1, 4-4-00)

Secs. 4-1-7—4-1-15. Reserved.
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ARTICLE 2. ANIMALS

Sec. 4-1-16. Definitions.

(a) Domestic animals . Dogs and cats and
others that live and breed in a tame condition.

(b) Livestock. All animals of the equine, bo-
vine, or swine class, including goats, sheep, mules,
horses, hogs, cattle, and other grazing animals.

(¢) Own. To have legal ownership of, or to
possess, keep, have custody or control over, or
harbor.

(d) Owner. Any person, association, firm or
corporation, natural or artificial, owning, possess-
ing, keeping, having custody of or control or
authority over, or harboring any domestic animal
or livestock.

(e) Public roads. Any street, road, highway, or
way, including the full width of the right-of-way,
which is open to the use of the public for vehicular
travel.

(f) Running at large or straying. Any animal
which is not under manual control of a person and
which is on any public road or street of Augusta-
Richmond County, or on any property not belong-
ing to the owner of the animal, unless by permis-
sion of the owner of such property.

(g) Urban Services District. That area
coterminous with the boundaries of former City of
Augusta, Georgia as said boundaries existed as of
December 31, 1995.

Sec. 4-1-17. Vaccination; when required.

(a) Noowner shall own any dog or cat over four
(4) months of age within Augusta-Richmond County
unless such dog or cat is vaccinated. The provi-
sions of this section do not apply to animals
owned by a licensed research facility or held in a
veterinary medical facility or government-oper-
ated or licensed animal shelter. All dogs and cats
shall be vaccinated against rabies by a licensed
veterinarian, in accordance with the latest Com-
pendium of Animal Rabies Vaccines and Recom-
mendations for Immunization published by the
National Association of State Public Health Vet-
erinarians.
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(b) No person shall vaccinate dogs or cats
against rabies who is not licensed to practice
veterinary medicine.

Sec. 4-1-18. Evidence of vaccination.

(a) Certificate of vaccination. Evidence of vac-
cination shall consist of a certificate of vaccina-
tion. The certificate with each item answered
shall be prepared in triplicate and signed by the
veterinarian administering the vaccine. One (1)
copy of the certificate shall be given to the owner,
one (1) copy filed with the Richmond County
health department, and one (1) copy retained by
the veterinarian. Any veterinarian is authorized
and required in connection with his practice to
issue certificates of vaccination and vaccination
tags. The certificates of vaccination furnished to
the Richmond County health department shall be
maintained in an orderly indexed file for a period
of not less than three (3) years.

(b) Vaccination tags. Coincident with the issu-
ance of the certificate of vaccination, the person
authorized to furnish the certificate shall also
furnish to the owner of the vaccinated dog or cat
a serially numbered tag bearing the same number
as the certificate and the year thereon to be
attached to the collar or harness worn by the dog
or cat for which the certificate has been issued.

(c) Where three-year vaccine used. When the
animals have been vaccinated with a three-year
rabies vaccine, the director may issue or cause to
be issued an annual certificate of vaccination and
a rabies vaccination tag each year for the two (2)
additional years of the three-year vaccination
period provided the Richmond County health
department's file copy of the certificate of vacci-
nation shows that the animals have been given a
three-year rabies vaccine; in the event the Rich-
mond County health department's file copy of the
certificate of vaccination is unavailable, the owner's
copy or the veterinarian's copy of same may be
substituted therefor.

Sec. 4-1-19. Identification and vaccination
tag to be worn.

(a) Collar required. 1t shall be unlawful for the
owner of any dog in Augusta-Richmond County to
allow such dog to be without a collar which shall



§ 4-1-19

have attached a valid vaccination tag, as required
by this Chapter and an identification showing the
name and address of the owner of the dog.

(b) Duty of owner to provide collar. 1t shall be
the duty of each dog owner to provide a collar with
identification as provided herein and inoculation
tag for each dog, except when such dog is under
immediate control of the owner or is participating
in a dog show or exhibition.

Sec. 4-1-20. Unauthorized attachment and
removal of tags, collars.

It shall be unlawful for any person to attach a
vaccination tag to any dog for which it was not
issued, or to remove a vaccination tag or collar
from a dog without the consent of its owner or
custodian.

Sec. 4-1-21. Duty of owner to keep dog and
cat under control; stray animals
prohibited.

It shall be unlawful for any animal to be out of
control and/or unattended off the premises of its
owner, and/or upon the premises of another per-
son without the permission of such other person.
This section shall not apply to those dogs which
are actively engaged in hunting or field trials, or
to those dogs and cats which are participating in
animal shows or exhibitions.

Sec. 4-1-22. Dogs on public streets to be on
leash, etc.

It shall be unlawful for any dog to be upon the
public streets, except on a leash and accompanied
by an individual, or except when enclosed within
a vehicle, cage, carton, crate, box or other suitable
container to prevent escape.

Sec. 4-1-23. Impounding dogs and cats at
large.

Any and all dogs and cats found running at
large upon public places or the premises of an-
other in violation of this article shall be immedi-
ately impounded by the animal control depart-
ment of Augusta-Richmond County.
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Sec. 4-1-24. Impounding dogs and cats where
owner unknown.

In the event the owner of a dog or cat is not
known and such animal is upon the streets,
alleys, sidewalks, school grounds, public places,
or premises of another, any law enforcement
officer or agent or employee duly authorized by
Augusta-Richmond County shall be authorized to
take possession of such dog or cat and impound it
in Augusta-Richmond County animal control de-
partment shelter for detention, control and dispo-
sition as provided in this article.

Sec. 4-1-25. Disposition of impounded ani-
mals.

(a) Impounded animals. If any animal be seized
or impounded at the Augusta-Richmond County
Animal Control Department Shelter, the officers,
agents and employees of the shelter shall notify
by telephone the owner of such animal, if known
or if the owner can be reasonably ascertained,
that the animal has been impounded. The owner
of any animal impounded may, within five (5)
days after impoundment of such animal, reclaim
the animal upon payment for the period of time
the animal is impounded, including payment for
any treatment rendered to said animal.

(b) Adoption of animals impounded. In the
event an animal is not claimed within the time
provided herein, the Augusta-Richmond County
Animal Control Department may offer for adop-
tion, by any person, any animal unredeemed or
unclaimed by the owner, upon payment of an
adoption fee. The person adopting an animal shall
carry the animal to a licensed veterinarian for
treatment and rabies vaccination within five (5)
days of adoption.

(¢) Unclaimed animals. If an animal is not
reclaimed by the owner within the time pre-
scribed herein or adopted out, then the Augusta-
Richmond County Animal Control Department
shall be authorized to dispose of said animal in as
humane and painless a manner as possible. Such
animal, if not claimed or adopted as provided,
may be donated to any public or private institu-
tion for disposition.
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(d) Injured animals. In the event that an ani-
mal is impounded which is injured beyond hope of
any recovery, it shall be within the discretion of
the director to destroy said animal.

Sec. 4-1-26. Abandonment.

(a) No person shall release an animal on any
property, public or private, with the intention of
abandoning the animal.

(b) No person shall intentionally abandon a
dead animal on any private property belonging to
another unless the person so doing shall have
first obtained permission from the owner of the
property on which the animal is being left.

(c) No person shall abandon a dead animal on
any public property or public right-of-way unless
the place on which the animal is being left is an
approved sanitary landfill or other facility de-
signed for receiving such and has been designated
by the Augusta-Richmond County Commission as
a public facility for receiving trash or refuse.

Sec. 4-1-27. Cruelty.

(a) Prohibited. No person shall, by his act,
omission or neglect, cause unjustifiable physical
pain, suffering or death to any living animal. This
section does not apply to killing of animals raised
for the purpose of providing food, nor does it apply
to any person who hunts wild animals in compli-
ance with the game and fish laws of this state.
Killing or injuring an animal for humane pur-
poses or in the furtherance of medical or scientific
research is justifiable.

(b) Permitted acts. No person shall perform a
cruel act on any animal, nor shall any person
harm, maim or kill any animal, or attempt to do
so; except that a person may:

(1) Defend his person or property or the per-
son or property of another from injury or
damage being caused by an animal; or

(2) Kill any animal causing injury or damage

to livestock or poultry.

(¢c) Physical abuse. It is unlawful for any per-
son to willfully or maliciously kill; maim; disfig-
ure; torture; beat with a stick, chain, club or other
object; mutilate, burn or scald with any sub-
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stance; drive over or otherwise cruelly set upon
any animal; except that reasonable force may be
employed to drive off vicious or trespassing ani-
mals.

(d) Failure to care for and maintain. It is
unlawful for any person to fail, refuse or neglect
to provide any animal in his charge or custody, as
owner or otherwise, with proper food, drink, shade,
care or shelter, or to carry any animal in or upon
any vehicle in a cruel or inhumane manner. Any
animal habitually kept outside shall be provided
with a structurally sound, weatherproof enclo-
sure, large enough to accommodate the animal
and which meets all requirements established by
the Health Department regarding same.

(e) Keeping diseased or crippled animal. 1t is
unlawful for any person to have, keep or harbor
any animal which is infected with any dangerous
disease or any incurable, painfully crippling con-
dition. The Animal Control Department may im-
pound such diseased or painfully crippled animal,
and all such animals impounded may be de-
stroyed as humanely as possible as soon thereaf-
ter as conveniently possible. In the case of destruc-
tion of such animal, the animal control department
shall not be required to give any notice. This
section shall not be construed to include veteri-
nary hospitals or animals under active veterinary
care.

(f) Authority of animal control department in
case of animal neglect. Whenever the animal
control department finds that any animal is or
will be without proper care because of injury,
illness, incarceration or other voluntary absence
of the owner or person responsible for the care of
such animal, the animal control department may
pick up such animal for protective care; and in the
event of sickness or injury, the animal control
department may take such action as called for to
prevent undue pain and suffering, including im-
mediate destruction of the animal. In the event
such animal is later released, in the discretion of
the animal control department, to its owner, said
owner shall be required to reimburse the animal
control department for any expenses incurred in
taking any action to care for said animal.
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Sec. 4-1-28. Permitting female dog in heat
to roam free.

All female dogs in heat shall be restrained such
that they cannot roam or run free beyond the
limits of the property of their owners. It shall be
unlawful for the owner or person responsible for
the care of such animal not to so restrict or
confine said female dog.

Sec. 4-1-29. Disposal of dead animals and
fowl.

(a) It shall be unlawful to throw or place any
dead fowl or animal on the streets or alleys of
Augusta-Richmond County. Such fowl or animal,
where size will permit, shall be placed in a cov-
ered receptacle and the sanitary department no-
tified immediately.

(b) It shall be unlawful for the owner of any
dead animal carcass to allow the same to remain
in Augusta-Richmond County without disposing
of same as provided for herein. Such owner shall
immediately dispose of the same. If any such
owner violates this section, the Commission,
through its agents and employees, shall proceed
to remove and dispose of such dead animal car-
cass, and the owner shall be liable to the Com-
mission and shall pay to Augusta-Richmond County
the sum of twenty dollars for such removal and
disposal.

Sec. 4-1-30. Urban services district declared
bird sanctuary.

The territory within the Urban Services Dis-
trict is hereby declared to be a bird sanctuary.

Sec. 4-1-31. Killing, etc., wild or migratory
birds.

It shall be unlawful for any person to maim,
kill or in any manner injure any wild or migratory
bird within the Urban Services District.

Sec. 4-1-32. Trapping wild birds; robbing
nests.

It shall be unlawful for any person to trap any
mocking bird or any other wild bird, or rob the
nests thereof of eggs or young, in any of Augusta-
Richmond County cemeteries or upon or around

AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY CODE, READOPTED 7-10-2007

the basin, reservoir or pumping station of the
waterworks, or elsewhere within the Urban Ser-
vices District.

Sec. 4-1-33. Fowl running at large.

It shall be unlawful for chickens, geese, ducks
or other fowl to run at large upon the streets or in
the confines of public or private parks of Augusta-
Richmond County.

Sec. 4-1-34—4-1-50. Reserved.

ARTICLE 3 LIVESTOCK

Sec. 4-1-51. Stock pens, etc., allowed by per-
mission of board of health only;
removal and abatement.

It shall be unlawful for any person to establish,
keep or maintain any stock pen, or place of like
character, for stock, cattle, hogs, sheep or goats,
or any like purpose, in the Urban Services Dis-
trict, except by the permission and under the
direction of the board of health. In place of any
action imposing a fine, any court with jurisdiction
to enforce this code may, acting under the provi-
sion made in Sec. 41-2-5 of the Code of Georgia,
order the abatement of such stock pen or like
place. No case shall be tried under this section
except upon institution and prosecution of it by
the board of health.

Sec. 4-1-52. Livestock running at large or
stray.

It shall be unlawful for any livestock to run at
large or to stray upon the public roads of Augusta-
Richmond County or any property not belonging
to the owner of the livestock, except by permission
of the owner of such property.

Sec. 4-1-53. Impoundment of livestock stray-
ing.

(a) It shall be the duty of the Augusta-Rich-
mond County Animal Control Department offic-
ers to impound livestock found to be running at
large or straying. Owners or operators of a farm
may also impound such livestock, provided that
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the livestock is kept in a suitable place and cared
for properly. Such owners or operators shall re-
ceive the feed and care fee for such animal.

(b) If the owner or operator of a farm im-
pounds livestock, it shall be his duty to notify the
owner of such livestock immediately. If the owner
of the livestock is unknown and is not determined
within three (3) days, the person who impounds
the livestock shall notify the Augusta-Richmond
County Animal Control Department of such im-
poundment, and the Animal Control Department
shall transport the livestock as soon as possible to
a suitable place and care for it properly, with the
owner responsible to Augusta-Richmond County
for the feed and care fee for such animal.

Sec. 4-1-54. Notice of impoundment of live-
stock.

Upon the impounding of any livestock by the
Augusta-Richmond County Animal Control De-
partment, said department shall notify the owner,
advising such owner of the livestock that the
animal is impounded at the shelter, the amount
due as a result of such impounding, and that
unless such livestock is redeemed within five (5)
days from date of impoundment the livestock
shall be offered for adoption. In the event the
owner of such livestock is unknown or cannot be
found, service upon the owner shall be obtained
by publishing a notice one (1) time in a newspaper
of general circulation where the livestock is im-
pounded.

Secs. 4-1-55—4-1-60. Reserved.

ARTICLE 4 ENFORCEMENT

Sec. 4-1-61. Penalty.

Any person or persons failing to comply with
the lawful provisions of this chapter or doing any
act prohibited hereby or failing to do any act
mandated hereby shall be guilty of an offense,
and upon trial as a misdemeanor and conviction
shall be subject to the penalties provided by Sec.
1-6-1.

§ 4-1-72

Sec. 4-1-62—4-1-70. Reserved.

ARTICLE 5. STERILIZATION OF DOGS
AND CATS

Sec. 4-1-71. Definitions.
As used in this article, the term:

(a) Animal shelter. Any facility operated by or
under contract for the state or any county,
municipal corporation, or other political
subdivision of the state for the purposes of
impounding or harboring seized, stray,
homeless, abandoned, or unwanted dogs,
cats, and other animals; any veterinary
hospital or clinic operated by a veterinar-
ian or veterinarians which operates for
such purpose in addition to its customary
purposes; and any facility operated, owned,
or maintained by a duly incorporated hu-
mane society, animal welfare society, or
other nonprofit organization for the pur-
pose of providing for and promoting the
welfare, protection, and humane treat-
ment of animals.

(b) Humane society. Any unincorporated non-
profit organization existing for the pur-
pose of prevention of cruelty to animals.

(¢) Public or private animal refuse. Harbor-
ers of unwanted animals of any breed,
including crossbreeds, who provide food,
shelter, and confinement for a group of
dogs, a group of cats, or a combination of
dogs and cats.

(d) Sexually mature animal. Any dog or cat
that has reached the age of one hundred
eighty (180) days or six (6) months or
more.

(e) Sterilization. The surgical removal of the
reproductive organs of a dog or cat in
order to render the animal unable to re-
produce.

Sec. 4-1-72. Sterilization required; excep-
tions.

(a) Any public or private animal shelter, ani-
mal control agency operated by a political subdi-
vision of this state, humane society, or public or
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private animal refuse shall make provisions for
the sterilization of all dogs or cats acquired from
such shelter, agency, society, or refuge by:

(1) Providing sterilization by a licensed vet-
erinarian before relinquishing custody of
the animal; or

(2) Entering into a written agreement with
the person acquiring such animal guaran-
teeing that sterilization will be performed
by a licensed veterinarian within thirty
(30) days after acquisition of such animal
in the case of an adult animal or within
thirty (30) days of the sexual maturity of
the animal in the case of an immature
animal; provided, however, that the re-
quirements of this Code section shall not
apply to any privately owned animal which
any such shelter, agency, society, or refuge
may have in its possession for any reason
if the owner of such animal claims or
presents evidence that such animal is the
property of such person.

(b) All costs of sterilization pursuant to this
Chapter shall be the responsibility of the person
acquiring such animal and, if performed prior to
acquisition, may be included in any fees charged
by the shelter, agency, society, or refuge for such
animal.

(¢) Any person acquiring an animal from a
public or private animal shelter, animal control
agency operated by a political subdivision of this
state, humane society, or public or private animal
refuse, which animal is not sterile at the time of
acquisition, shall submit to the animal shelter,
animal control agency, humane society, or public
or private animal refuge a signed statement from
the licensed veterinarian performing the steriliza-
tion required by paragraph (2) of subsection (a) of
this Code section within seven (7) days after such
sterilization attesting that such sterilization has
been performed.

(d) Every public or private animal shelter,
animal control agency operated by a political
subdivision of this state, humane society, or pub-
lic or private animal refuse selling or offering for
sale or exchange any dog or cat shall maintain
and furnish to any person acquiring an animal
from such shelter, agency, society, or refuge a
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current list of veterinarians licensed in this state
who have notified the shelter, agency, society, or
refuge that they are willing to perform steriliza-
tions and the cost for such procedures.

Sec. 4-1-73. Failure to comply.

It shall be a misdemeanor to fail or refuse to
comply with the requirements of Sec. 4-1-72 and
any person convicted of said misdemeanor shall
be subject to a fine not to exceed two hundred
dollars ($200.00).
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PUBLIC HEALTH

Chapter 2

HEALTH AND SANITATION

ARTICLE 1. IN GENERAL

Sec. 4-2-1. Smoking prohibited in Augusta-
Richmond County buildings.

(a) Definitions. For purposes of this section,
the following definitions shall apply:

(1) Public building. Any enclosed building,
structure or indoor facility owned, oper-
ated, leased or managed by Augusta-
Richmond County which is used by or
open to the public, including without lim-
itation, public transportation, enclosed ar-
eas occupied by Augusta-Richmond County
staff, open office areas, shared offices,
private offices, hallways, restrooms, esca-
lators, elevators, stairways, lobbies, recep-
tion and waiting rooms, classrooms, meet-
ing or conference rooms and auditoriums,
on-site cafeterias, lunchrooms, lounges and
any facility, school or educational institu-
tion being used by Augusta-Richmond
County for the purpose of providing class-
room instruction.

(2) Smoking. Inhaling, exhaling, burning or
carrying any lighted cigar, cigarette, pipe,
weed, plant or other combustible sub-
stance in any manner or in any form.

(b) No person shall smoke in any public build-
ing as defined in this section.

(¢) Nothing in this section shall be deemed,
interpreted, or construed to permit smoking in
any public place or area where smoking is prohib-
ited or restricted by other applicable law.

(d) No Smoking signs with letters of not less
than one (1) inch in height shall be conspicuously
posted in every building, structure or facility
where smoking is prohibited by this section by the
operator, manager or other person having control
of such building, structure, facility or other place.

(e) If any provision of this section or the appli-
cation thereof to any person or circumstances are
held to be invalid, such invalidity shall not affect

§ 4-2-2

other provisions or applications of this section
which can be given effect without the invalid
provisions or application, and to this end, the
provisions of this ordinance are severable.

(f) Any person or persons failing to comply
with the lawful provisions hereof or doing any act
prohibited hereby or failing to do any act man-
dated hereby shall be guilty of an offense, and
upon trial as a misdemeanor and conviction shall
be subject to the penalties provided by section
1-6-1.

Sec. 4-2-2. Unlawful dumping of debris; har-
borage of rats or other rodents;
accumulation of weeds and nox-
ious vegetation on vacant lots and
unoccupied parcels of land.

(a) Prohibition. No owner of any vacant lot or
parcel of land within Augusta-Richmond County
shall permit or allow the harborage of rats or
other rodents, debris to be dumped or old lumber
and building material to be piled thereon, nor
shall he permit or allow grass, weeds, vines,
underbrush or other growth to grow or accumu-
late thereon, or on the area between the lot or
parcel of land and the street curb, so as to
constitute an unclean, unhealthy, unsanitary, un-
sightly, filthy, dangerous, objectionable or offen-
sive condition.

(b) Abatement. Whenever the code enforce-
ment officer discovers that the provisions of the
subsection (a) are being violated, he shall give the
owner, his agent or other representative ten (10)
days' written notice by mail, directed to his last-
known address, that the condition shall be reme-
died within ten (10) days; and if, after the expi-
ration of the ten (10) days the condition is not
remedied, the zoning enforcement officer shall
cause the work to be done and tax the cost of the
work against the owner and the